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Grayling Main Street (GMSt) was off to
a running start when 2016 began.  Working
with the City of Grayling and several other
local organizations on the Project Rising
Tide (PRT) initiative was going well, and
GMSt was granted Branding and
Marketing Services from Michigan Main
Street.  The GMSt team was also
anticipating several new arrivals in and
around the program.

In March of 2016 the search for an
interim Main Street Manager began; it was
in preparation for the then Director, Mrs.
Danielle Stein-Seabolt, to take maternity
leave.  The work of the Director is integral
in the success of the Main Street program.
The Director’s role is focused on
communication and coordination.  This
includes communication to the public, the
city, the volunteers, and Michigan Main
Street, as well as assisting with
coordinating the moving parts of the
program, and helping volunteers with
coordination of resources.  Therefore, the
absence of the Director, even for a short
time, could be a serious setback for the

program.
That is where new arrival number one is

introduced, me, as the interim manager for
GMSt. My original purpose was to fill the
time between the end of April and August
1, when Mrs. Seabolt would be on leave.
At about that same time GMSt was
approved to be a host site for an
AmeriCorp VISTA (Volunteer In Service
To America). That was new arrival number
two, sort of. The plan was to offer me, or
whoever had filled the interim position, the
opportunity to transition to the VISTA role
beginning in mid-August. It would allow
for a shorter training gap, and higher
effectiveness of the VISTA, who is only
here for one year of service with our
organization.

As a new resident to the Grayling area,
and Michigan, I offered an alternative
perspective to the projects, and I brought a
different type of education and experience
to the program. The program also needed
someone who would be able to quickly
learn the concept and procedures, be able
to acclimate to an evolving program, as

well as be flexible with work hours. I fit
the bill best, of the several candidates that
applied and interviewed. After several days
of meet and greet tours around town, and
administrative time to learn the resources
and procedures of the office, arrival
number three came. Baby Seabolt joined
the world, and Mrs. Seabolt officially
began leave.

As the summer moved along we
experienced new arrival number four, the
Paddle Battle. The Grayling Main Street
Paddle Battle was the first fundraising
event GMSt planned with the intention of
being a fundraiser.  While the first year of
the event was a little rocky, as is common
when introducing a new event to a program
or community, it was still widely
considered a success. The never-before-
seen-in-Grayling event positioned two
paddlers in one canoe, facing each other,
and paddling in opposite directions. This
innovative event was thought up and
coordinated by GMSt business owners and
volunteers. It drew inspiration from two of
our community’s strengths, canoeing and

competition.  The canoe tug of war was
wildly entertaining, the beer tent was full
of tasty local brews, and we had more than
500 people on the 100 block of Michigan
Avenue for an exciting afternoon.

Want to know what other new arrivals
Downtown Grayling had in 2016, and more
about how GMSt and PRT became a power
couple?  Check back in future editions of
the Avalanche for more From the Main
Street Director’s Desk.  You can also check
out our website,
www.DowntownGrayling.com, find us on
Facebook, or email your questions to
DowntownGrayling@gmail.com.

Rae Gosling is the Grayling Main Street
Executive Director.  She has been with the
program since April 2016. She is a
Grayling resident, wife, mother, local
shopper, avid supporter of all things
Grayling, and keeps everyone one on their
toes wondering what color her eye shadow
and hair will be next. 

by Rae Gosling, Grayling Main Street Executive Director

FROM THE MAIN STREET DIRECTOR’S DESK

New arrivals in 
2016 for Grayling 
Main Street

OPINIONSISSUES
AND

WWW.CRAWFORDCOUNTYAVALANCHE.COM

To the editor:
I read Rep. Bruce Rendon’s Viewpoint article “It’s

been a pleasure to serve you” in the Dec. 29 issue of the
Avalanche. He says he is proud to have supported the
repeal of the Michigan Business Tax. That repeal was a
huge corporate welfare windfall with little benefit
trickling down to taxpayers. Corporate giveaways far
exceed the amount given to poor people. To pay for
corporate welfare, we citizens pay more fees and taxes.
You are in for a 20 percent increase in vehicle
registration fees this year. Gas tax took a 7.3 cent
increase on Jan. 1. Retirees were socked with a big
increase in income taxes each year since the tax repeal.

Now Rendon’s wife is our state representative. You
can be sure she will continue to go along with the
majority party’s efforts to find more welfare for their
corporate overlords – at our expense. There will be
more fees and taxes, and more cuts to services.
Michigan deserves better public policy than this.

Jack Pilon
Grayling

More taxes and
fees, more cuts
to service

EDITORLETTERS
TO THE

WWW.CRAWFORDCOUNTYAVALANCHE.COM

To the editor:
I hope you print this. It is so true. They are so lucky to live in

a country as beautiful as America and enjoy the freedom seniors
past and present fought for.

(Editor’s note: The following quoted material is an excerpt
from a letter to the editor in the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel
credited to Jerome J. Goldstein of Boca Raton. It was reprinted
by Ann Landers.)

“Senior citizens are constantly being criticized, belittled and
sniped at for every conceivable deficiency of the modern world,
real and imaginary. Upon reflection, I would like to point out
that it wasn’t the senior citizens who took the melody out of
music, or the beauty out of art, or the pride out of appearance, or
the romance out of love, the commitment out of marriage, the
responsibility out of parenthood, togetherness out of family,
learning out of education, loyalty out of Americanism, service
out of patriotism, the hearth out of the home, civility out of
behavior, refinement out of language, dedication out of
employment, prudence out of spending or ambition out of
achievement. And we certainly are not the ones who eliminated
patience and tolerance from relationships.”

Vivian L. Powers
Grayling

Seniors not to
blame for
America’s issues

To the editor:
What is “art”? After asking myself what the

word “art” really meant, I did an extensive
search on the Internet. Rather quickly, I
discovered that the word “art” is almost as hard
to define as “the meaning of life”; however, I
was able to put together a few good lines, all
taken from the Internet and with a bit of editing
and a few words of my own, here is what I came
up with:

Art is an important part of basic human
behavior that is necessary for our health and
happiness.

Art helps us communicate, share thoughts,
ideas, and visions. It also helps to keep us
connected.

Art is a visual historic record. It preserves
culture, improves dialogue and relationships
between nations and cultures.

Art, while making our living, working and
play space more attractive and pleasant, can
inspire us, make us more content and happy
while helping to motivate us in our daily lives.

In Grayling, it’s the Artisan Village Creativity
Center where young and old alike can engage in
art, music, and theater.

Harry Wojcik
Grayling

What is ‘art’?
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Obituaries

The first persons to deny
the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ were some of
the first witnesses who
guarded his tomb and there-
fore were the first witnesses
of His resurrection. “Now
when they were going,
behold, some of the watch
came into the city, and
shewed unto the chief
priests all the things that
were done.” (Mt 28:11 AV)
Remember, these were the
Roman soldiers sent by
Pilate, at the request of the
chief priest and elders, ! to
prevent a resurrection hoax
by our Lord’s body being
secretly removed from the
tomb. “65!  Pilate said unto
them, Ye have a watch: go
your way, make it as sure as
ye can. 66!  So they went,
and made the sepulchre
sure, sealing the stone, and
setting a watch.” (Mt 27:65-
66 AV).

Why did these Roman
soldiers go to the chief
priest instead of their
Roman authorities they
served?! Was it because they
feared death as Roman sol-
diers for failure to fulfill
their mission? Was it that
the chief priests has previ-
ously offered them protec-
tion, just in case of a resur-
rection?! Was it out of greed
for money to keep silent
about the resurrection?

Regardless of why the
soldiers went to the chief
priests, they were bribed or
paid off to alter their testi-
mony about the resurrec-
tion. “And when they were
assembled with the elders,
and had taken counsel, they
gave large money unto the
soldiers,” (Mt 28:12 AV)

They were also paid to
tell a lie about the resurrec-
tion instead of the truth they
had witnessed. “Saying, Say
ye, His disciples came by
night, and stole him away
while we slept.” (Mt 28:13
AV)! But, remember this lie
is the very thing the Roman
soldiers has been paid to
prevent. “62!  Now the next
day, that followed the day of

the preparation, the chief
priests and Pharisees came
together unto Pilate, 63
Saying, Sir, we remember
that that deceiver said, while
he was yet alive, After three
days I will rise again. 64
Command therefore that the
sepulchre be made sure until
the third day, lest his disci-
ples come by night, and
steal him away, and say unto
the people, He is risen from
the dead: so the last error
shall be worse than the
first.” (Mt 27:62-64 AV)

The chief priest and
elders promised to protect
the soldiers for lying about
the resurrection.!  “And if
this come to the governor’s
ears, we will persuade him,
and secure you.” (Mt 28:14
AV)! This was an evil prac-
tice as spoken of by Micah
7:3:!  ““That they may do
evil with both hands
earnestly, the prince asketh,
and the judge asketh for a
reward; and the great man,
he uttereth his mischievous
desire: so they wrap it up.”
That is why the first people
to be cast into the lake of
fire will be a politician and a
preacher, the Antichrist and
the False Prophet, even
before Satan Himself. (Rev
19:20 and 20:10).

So the first lie about
Christ’s resurrection was
paid for by religious and
political corruption. “So
they took the money, and
did as they were taught: and
this saying is commonly
reported among the Jews
until this day.” (Mt 28:15
AV)!  Worldly power and
profit still deny our Lord’s
resurrection.!  “For the love
of money is the root of all
evil: which while some cov-
eted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with
many sorrows.” (1Ti 6:10
AV) !Do you believe God’s
truth or Satan’s lie?? Pastor
“B”

The Bible Speaks is a paid advertise-
ment and does not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of the Crawford
County Avalanche.

Burning Bush
Tabernacle

Pastor: Patricia Petrie
989-348-1278

501 E. Michigan Ave., Grayling
• Sunday School: 10am

• Sunday Morning Celebration: 11am
• Wednesday Evening Service

Worship & Prayer: 7pm

Facebook Burning Bush Tabernacle

Calvary Baptist
Church

Pastor:
Dr. Robert Barnett

989-348-9220
M-72 West, Grayling

Sunday School: 9:45am
Morning Worship: 10:30am

Evening Worship: 6pm
Wednesday: 7pm

Prayer & Awanna Club (Wed): 7pm

The following businesses support the Church Directory

   Moore’sAutomotive
200 James Street 

Grayling
(989) 348-6731

STEPHAN WOOD
PRODUCTS

605 HURON ST.
GRAYLING

This Church Directory is used by residents and
visitors. If you wish to show your support for

area churches, call the Avalanche at 989-348-6811
to be included on this page.

Mt. Hope
Lutheran Church

Pastor:
Joseph Polzin

905 N. I-75 Business Loop
Grayling, MI 49738

989-348-5921

Sunday- Bible Class 10am
Worship Service 11am

The Bible Speaks
Denying the Resurrection

GRAYLING BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Fred Seidler

705 Madsen St., Grayling
989-915-2755
****************

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

(with nursery provided)
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 6 p.m.

Thursday Junior Choir and Adult Worship
Team 6 p.m.

****************

Pastor Dave Schultz
557 S. I-75 Business Loop • Grayling

(Across from Army Airfield)

Grayling Evangelical 
Free Church

Sunday Service 10 am
989-390-6716

A Place To Belong • A Place To Believe
A Place To Become

ADVERTISE YOUR WORSHIP SERVICES HERE!
CALL THE

CRAWFORD COUNTY AVALANCHE
AT

989-348-6811

Carin Bentley
Carin S. Bentley, 79, of

Grayling, passed away on
January 8, 2017.

Carin was born in
Germany,  on April 18,
1937, a daughter of the late
Anny (Voller) and Ludwig
Mueller.

She married Donald L.
Bentley who preceded her
in death in 1974. Carin was
a member of St. Mary's
Catholic Church.

She is survived by:
daughter: Donelle Bentley
of Ada, Mich.; son: Donald
Lee (Ellen) Bentley of
Muskegon, Mich.; grand-
children: Sarah Elisabeth
Keating of Ada and
Matthew James Keating of
Ada; sister: Christel
(Herbert) Breier of
Germany.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Donald, and brother, Karl-
Heinz Mueller.

Funeral service will be
held at Sorenson-
Lockwood Funeral Home
on January 12, 2017, at
1:00 p.m. 

Interment will be at
Elmwood Cemetery in
Spring of 2017.

Arrangements by
S o r e n s o n - L o c k w o o d
Funeral Home.

Robert Cox
Robert James Cox went

to be with the Lord on
December 21, 2016.  He
was born on October 29,
1979, to father James
Richard Cox and mother
Robin Marie (Hill) Cox.

Robert lost his hearing at
the age of one from roseo-
la.  He attended special
classes in the Crawford
AuSable School District
and later attended the
Michigan School for the
Deaf in Flint, Michigan,
where he received his high
school diploma.

Robert was a volunteer
with the Frederic Township
Fire Department and
C.E.R.T. (Community
Emergency Response
Team).  Rob was also an
active member with the
Tri-City Association of the
Deaf and often attended
functions of the deaf clubs
in Owosso  and Flint,
Michigan.  

Robert was as upstand-
ing a young man as could
be found on this planet and
was always there to lend a
hand when needed.  His
character was such that
there was nothing that any-
one could say badly of him.
He was an active member
of the Freeland Lions.

Robert’s hobbies were
woodworking which he
learned while attending the
Michigan School For the
Deaf.  He was very creative
in his woodworking, hav-
ing made many beautiful
projects for other people.
He also liked disk golf and
riding his recreational
vehicles and camping; and
he especially loved sharing
time with his friends and
family. Robert had a
wicked sense of humor and
liked pulling pranks, as did
his father before him.

He was preceded in
death by his father, James
Richard (Rick) Cox; grand-
parents, Wilson Sr. and Ila
Cox, Robert and Clara
Varco and DeVere (Sonny)
Hill.

Robert is survived by his
mother, Robin Marie Cox
Cromwell; step-father,
Stephen Cromwell; ten
step-brothers and sisters,
many step-nieces and
nephews and numerous
cousins, uncles and friends.

The family would like to
thank the emergency teams
that worked so diligently to
try to save his life.  Our
gratitude is overwhelming.

A memorial is scheduled
for 1 p.m. on Saturday,
January 14, at the Frederic
Township Hall; Frederic,
Michigan.

Mary Dupuie
Mary C. Dupuie (Katie),

5/19/22-12/30/16; 94 yrs.
She leaves behind four

children: Ray, Joyce, Karen
and Christine; 13 grand-
children and 18 great-
grandchildren.

She was a 30-year retiree
from Oakland University
Food Service in which she
was head cook for the
Detroit Lions during their
training at Oakland
University.

Frederick Schaibly
Frederick Charles

Schaibly, 81, of Grayling,
passed away on January 1,
2017.

Frederick was born in
Bath, Michigan, on April
27, 1935, a son of the late
Pearl (Foland) and Ezra
Schaibly.

He served in the U.S.
Army as a Sergeant.  

Fred was a brick layer by
trade and worked for
Greenville Construction.
He later was elected as the
Supervisor of Lovells
Township. Fred was
involved with the Lovells
Fire Department and many
other community activities.
He supported the Grayling
Youth Boosters Club and
Lions Club. He was a
member  of   the Shriners
and Moose Lodge of
Lewiston.

He is survived by his sis-
ters, Katherine Gregg of
Gaylord and Nancy Krey
of Grayling; and sister-in-
law, Eleanor Schaibly.  He
is also survived by many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in
death by sisters, Olga,
Betty, and Eleanora; broth-
ers, Bob, Ez, Jake, Dick,
Lester, and Kenny.

There will be a
Gathering of Family and
Friends to remember Fred
in the spring.

For those that wish to
remember Fred by memor-
ial contribution, family
suggestion is Lovells Fire
Dept., Shriners Hospital, or
Hospice of Michigan.

Condolences may be
sent to www.sorensonlock-
wood.com

Arrangements by
S o r e n s o n - L o c k w o o d
Funeral Home.

Lewis Johnson
Lewis Steven “Steve”

Johnson, 50, of Grayling
passed away on January 7,
2017, after passing peace-
fully in his sleep. 

He was born to Lewis
Henry Johnson and
Gwendolyn (Lozon)
Haselhuhn on May 22,
1966, in Grayling,
Michigan.

Steve attended Grayling
Free Methodist Church. 

He is survived by his son,

Luke (Trish) Bryant, of
Texas; mother, Gwen
Haselhuhn, of Grayling;
father, Lewis (Kay)
Johnson, of Maple Forest;
sister, Sandi (Gary)
McIntyre, of Elmira;
nephews, Mike and Marc
Ayers of Florida; dear
friend, Gary Worden.

He was preceded in death
by his grandparents, Chet
and Evelyn Lozon and
Harold and Mildred
Johnson.

A Memorial Service will
be held on Saturday,
January 14, 2017, at 11:00
a.m. at Sorenson-
Lockwood Funeral Home.
Condolences may be sent to
the family at www.soren-
sonlockwood.com

Arrangements by
S o r e n s o n - L o c k w o o d
Funeral Home.

Roscommon
A spaghetti dinner

fundraiser for Wendy
Sebert will be held at
Fred’s of Roscommon on
Sunday, Jan. 22, at 3 p.m.
The event is looking to
raise money to help Sebert
with medical bills and
other expenses for her can-
cer treatments. She has
served the area as a nurse
for many years.

Dinner donation is $10
for adults and $6 for chil-
dren 10 and under. An auc-
tion will be held during the
event.

For more information, or
to donate items for the auc-
tion, please call or text
Robert Rousselo at (989)
915-3956.

Area
Events

The Grayling Senior
Center serves meals at
noon and 5 p.m. weekdays,
except Friday, when there
is no evening meal.  Soup
is  served prior to the meal
Monday through Friday
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  and
4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

This week’s menu
(lunch/dinner) and activi-
ties:

Thursday, January 12 -
Lunch - fish sandwich,
cauliflower, peas & carrots,
apple slices. Dinner - west-
ern omelet, hashbrown
stix, broccoli & cauli-
flower, applesauce.
Activities - 10 a.m. Color
Craze, 10 a.m.  Crafting,
10 a.m. Pokeno, 10 a.m.
Golden Toners Exercise,
12:30 p.m Bible Study, 1
p.m. Penny Bingo, 3 p.m.
Medicine Shoppe Bingo,
5:45 p.m. Concert w/ Dan
House.

Friday,  January 13 -
Lunch - potato crunch pol-
lock, red skin potato,
California vegetable blend,
applesauce. No Dinner.
Activities - 9 a.m. Card
Golf, 10 a.m. Pinochle, 10
a.m. Munson Rehab
Exercise Group, 11 a.m.
Blood Pressure Checks, 12
p.m. Frederic Satellite, 1
p.m. Pantry Bingo, 1 p.m.
Pool-9 Ball.

Monday,  January 16 -
Lunch - breaded chicken
fritter, red skin potato,
brussels sprouts, apple
slices. Dinner - spaghetti &
meatballs, breadstick,
Italian blend, tossed salad
w/ tomato, grapes.
Activities - 10 a.m. Flower

Arrangement Class, 10:30
a.m. Chair Volleyball,  1-4
p.m. Hearing Clinic-appt.
req’d., 12:30 p.m.
Beginning Clogging, 1
p.m. Bridge Club, 1:30
p.m. Clogging, 2:30 p.m.
Computer Club, 3:30 p.m.
Pickleball @ Grayling
Elem.

Tuesday, January 17 -
Lunch - sweet & sour
meatballs, brown rice,
Prince Charles veggie
blend, cauliflower, burst
o’berries. Dinner - pork
roast, green beans, baked
potato, fresh pear.
Activities -  10 a.m. Bible
Study,  10 a.m. Zumba
Gold,   1 p.m. Euchre,  4-5
p.m. Blood Pressure/Sugar
Checks, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Neck Msg-appt. req’d., 6
p.m. COA Board Mtg. @
Center.

Wednesday, January 18 -
Lunch - chicken cordon
bleu, mashed potatoes,
green beans, peaches.
Dinner - French dip sand-
wich, red skin potato, corn,
burst o’berries.  Activities -
10 a.m. Line Dancing, 10
a.m. Pickleball @ Frederic
Twp. Hall,  11 a.m.
Alzheimer’s Support Grp
@ The Brook of Grayling-
503 Rose St., 1-3 p.m.
Smart 911 Sign-Up,  1 p.m.
Mahjong,  1 p.m.  Pool-
Ball in Hand,    1 p.m. Wii
Bowling, 2:30 p.m.
Unlucky 7’s. 

The Crawford County
Commission on Aging’s
Senior Center is located at
308 Lawndale, behind
Burger King in Grayling.
Walk-ins are welcome.

Senior Citizen News

Crawford County Sheriff
Kirk A. Wakefield reports
his office handled the fol-
lowing 87 complaints the
week of Jan. 2 to Jan. 8.

Seven false alarm activa-
tions, two natural deaths,
one suicide, 19 general non-
criminal complaints, one
delinquent minors, one
criminal sexual conduct
second-degree forcible con-
tact, one assault and bat-
tery/simple assault, two
domestic violence com-
plaints, two burglaries-
breaking and entering-
unoccupied structures, one
larceny, one obtaining
money under false pretens-
es, two  fraud complaints,
one fraudulent activities,
one drug/narcotic viola-
tions, one marijuana pos-
session, two family offense

complaints, one public
peace/disorderly, one public
peace/other, two operating
while intoxicated com-
plaints, one health and safe-
ty, one health and safety
violations-other, 22 traffic
accidents, one accident
non-traffic, one traffic
policing, one traffic safety
public appearance, one
inspections-motor vehicle-
vin, two civil-family trou-
ble-investigations, five sus-
picious situations, one drug
overdose, one no operator
license and two driving on
revoked suspended license
complaints. 

Sheriff Wakefield asks,
“Do you know where your
children are? Please
remember, our children are
our future.”           

Sheriff’s Report

Grayling Lions Club 
The winner of the Grayling Lions Club Lucky 13 raffle

for December 30 was Marilyn Stempfly.  The winner for
January 6 was Bonnie Cherven.

Grayling Youth Booster Club
The 50/50 raffle winners for the Grayling Youth Booster

Club for January 8 were Joe Fritz and Pat Laeder.

Raffle Winners


































